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High Councilor in the Oneida Stake, 
Franklin county, Idaho, and a resi- 
dent of Preston, Idaho, was born Oct. 
19, 1854, in Salt Lake City, Utah, the 
son of Leonidas Clinton Mecham and 
Margaret Emma Champlin: He was 
baptized. in June, 1864, by Samuel 
Gern; ordained an Elder when seven- 
teen years old; ordained a Seventy 
July 20, 1884, by Wm. -Woodward 
and ordained a High Priest and 
Bishop July 19, 1885, by Milo Andrus 
and set apart to preside over the 
Riverdale Ward Oneida county,- 
Idaho. He served in this capacity 
until Nov. 15, 1908, when he. was 
honorably released, having been set 
apart to act as a High Councilor, 
Sept. 6, 1908. In 1876 (May ist) he 
married Eliza Smart, who bore her 
husband eight children, namely, 
Leonidas S., Joanna S., Maud S., 
Ollie S., Arnold S., Milando S., Avilda 
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8. Va TZ. S. Bro. Mecham has 


labored as Ward clerk, secretary of 
the Riverdale Y. M. M. I. A., clerk 
of the Riverdale Sunday school, 
superintendeat and member of the 
Preston village board (1909-1911), 
etc. He has acted as postmaster of 
Preston since August 1, 1914, 


OSHUA MECHAM AND 
PERMELIA CHAPMAN 


Joshua Mecham was born April 12. 1773, 
at Lyme. New Hampshire, the son of Samuel 
Mecham and Phebe Main. He was the fifth 
child in a family of 17 children. All of these 
children lived to maturity and married, 
Their mother was praised highly for her care 
of them. He married Permelia Chapman. 
daughter of Samuel Chapman and Hannah 
Fox. No birth date given. Joshua died Octo- 
ber 8, 1846, at Bonapart, Van Buren County, 
Towa. Permelia died May 19, 1866, at 
Heber City. Utah. 

Joshua and Permelia's family were all born 
in Canaan. Grafton County. New Hampshire. 
They moved from there to New York and 
then on to Mercer. Erie County, Pa., prob- 
ably in 1827, During the spring of 1836 
Joshua came in contact with “Mormon” 
missionarics and was converted. He and his 
wife with their sons. Edward. Ephraim, 
Lewis their wives were baptized and moved 
to Nauvoo, Illinois. Their son Moses, with 
his family. had previously moved to Iowa in 
1836. 

It is not clearly known why the letter 
“al was dropped in the spelling of Joshua's 
surname. Meacham. but on the records of: 
the “Mormon” Church. it was spelled that 
way. Also it is recorded in his patriarchal 
blessing given by John Smith, September 23. 
1545. From this time on all of his descendants 
have continued to do so. that is. his four 
sons and their families who were the only 
ones to join the Mormon faith of his children. 
They also changed the pronunciation of the 
name from Meacham (the first syllable rhym- 
ing with peach) to Mecham (Me Come). 

Joshua, along with others of his family. 
acted as a body quard to the prophet Joseph 
Smith. at various times. His two sons Moses 
and Lewis were called on missions going to 
two different tribes of Indians. They were 
very well received and their missions were 
a success. 

After Joshua died. Permelia later came on 
to Utah traveling with friends and arriving 
in the fall of 1850. Her son Edward, with 
his family arrived in 1851, Permelia then 
lived with Edward and later with her other 
sons as they came to Utah. 

Joshua and Permeliaós children were: 


‘ zul omelia, Ldward. Moses 
Worthen. Elisabeth, Ephraim. Caleb. Lewis. 

All these children were born in Canaan. 
Grafton County. New Hampshire. 
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PERMELIA CHAPMAN 

Joshua Mecham was born April 12, 1773. 
at Lyme, New Hampshire. the son of Samuel 
Mecham and Phebe Main. He was the fifth 
child in a family of 17 children. All of these 
children lived to maturity and married. 
Their mother was praised highly for her care 
of them. He married Permelia Chapman. 
daughter of Samuel Chapman and Hannah 
Fox. No birth date given. Joshua died Octo- 
ber 8, 1846, at Bonapart, Van Buren County. 
lowa. Permelia died May 19, 1866. at 
Heber City, Utah. 

Joshua and Permelia’s family were all born 
in Canaan. Grafton County, New Hampshire. 
They moved from there to New York and 
then on to Mercer, Eric County. Pa. prob- 
ably in 1827. During the spring of 1836 
Joshua came in contact with “Mormon” 
missionaries and was converted. He and his 
wife with their sons. Edward. Ephra 
Lewis their wives were baptized and moved 
to Nauvoo. Illinois. Their son Moses, with 
his family, had previously moved to lowa in 
1836. 

Tt is not clearly known why the letter 
“a” was dropped in the spelling of Joshua’s 
surname, Meacham, but on the records of 
the “Mormon” Church. it was spelled that 
way. Also it is recorded in his patriarchal 
blessing given by John Smith. September 23. 
1845. From this time on all of his descendants 
have continued ta do so, tha his four 
sons and their families who were the only 
ones to join the Mormon faith of his children. 
They also changed the pronunciation of the 
name from Meacham (the first syllable rhym- 
ing with peach) to Mecham (Me Come). 

Joshua, along with others of his family. 
acted as a body guard to the prophet Joseph 
Smith. at various times. His two sons Moses 
and Lewis were called on missions going to 
two different tribes of Indians. They were 
very well received and their missions were 
a success. 

After Joshua died. Permelia later came on 
to Utah traveling with friends and arriving 
in the fall of 1850. Her son Edward, with 
his family arrived in 1851. Permelia then 
lived with Edward and later with her other 
sons as they came to Utah. 

Joshua and Permelia's children were: 
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Joshua. Samuel, Permelia. Edward. Moses 
Worthen, Elizabeth, Ephraim, Calch, Lewis. 

All these children were born in Canaan. 
Grafton County, New Hampshire. 
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JOSHUA MECHAM AND 
PERMELIA CHAPMAN 


Joshua Mecham was born April 12, 1773, 
at Lyme. New Hampshire, the son of Samuel 
Mecham and Phebe Main. He was the fifth 
child in a family of 17 children. All of these 
children lived to maturity and married. 
Their mother was praised highly for her care 
of them. He married Permclia Chapman, 
daughter of Samuel Chapman and Hannah 
Fox. No birth date given. Joshua died Octo- 
ber 8, 1846, at Bonapart, Van Buren County, 
lowa. Permelia died May 19, 1866, at 
Heber City, Utah. 

Joshua and Permelia's family were all born 
in Canaan, Grafton County, New Hampshire, 
They moved from there to New York and 
then on to Mercer. Erie County, Pa.. prob- 
ably in 1827. During the spring of 1836 
Joshua came in contact with “Mormon” 
missionaries and was converted. He and his 
wife with their sons. Edward. Ephraim, 
Lewis their wives were baptized and moved 
to Nauvoo. Illinois. Their son Moses, with 
his family. had previously moved to Iowa in 
1836. 

It is not clearly known why the letter 
“a” was dropped in the spelling of Joshua's 
surname. Meacham, but on the records of 
the “Mormon” Church. it was spelled that 
way. Also it is recorded in his patriarchal 
blessing given by John Smith. September 23. 
1845. From this time on all of his descendants 
have continued to do so. that is. his four 
sons and their families who were the only 
ones to join the Mormon faith of his children. 
They also changed the pronunciation of the 
name from Meacham (the first syllable rhym- 
ing with peach) to Mecham (Me Come}. 

Joshua. along with others of his family, 
acted as a body guard to the prophet Joseph 
Smith, at various times. His two sons Moses 
and Lewis were called on missions going to 
two different tribes of Indians. They were 
very well received and their missions were 
a success. 

After Joshua died, Permelia later came on 
to Utah traveling with friends and arriving 
in the fall of 1850, Her son Edward, with 
his family arrived in 1851. Permelia then 
lived with Edward and later with her other 
sons as they came to Utah... PEA 
Joshua and Permeliads children were: 
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joshua. Samuel, Permelia. Edward. Moses 
Worthen, Elizabeth. Ephraim. Caleb, Lewis. 

All these children were born in Canaan, 
Grafton County, New Hampshire. 
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